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Resources 

  Haslemere Museum Library and photographic archive 
  Internet - Surrey History Centre and 

exploringsurreyspast.org 
  Robert Hunter papers, Dorothy Hunter papers and 

other material in the Surrey History Centre 
  Books by Rolston and Winter 
  Local historians especially Thelma Ede and John 

Owen Smith 
  Living histories Haslemere Environment Group and 

current committee 
  Some material has been reproduced by permission of 

Surrey History Centre 
  Other material with the permission of the Haslemere 

Educational Museum 



1832 1st Reform Bill 
  Haslemere lost its own member of 

parliament 



Penfold map 1892 

Courtesy of Haslemere 
Educational Museum 



OS 1st series 19C 



A small town surrounded by beautiful 
countryside and rolling hills (1959/60) 

Courtesy of Haslemere 
Educational Museum 



Haslemere Lower St 1886 

Courtesy of Haslemere 
Educational Museum 



Haslemere East St 1884 

Courtesy of Haslemere 
Educational Museum 



Haslemere High St 1886 

Courtesy of Haslemere 
Educational Museum 



Haslemere 1885 

Courtesy of Haslemere 
Educational Museum 



1859 Railway came to Haslemere 



1850’s Acts of enclosure 
  Land was parcelled up and sold off. 
  Punchbowl owned by the Lord of the 

Manor at Witley 

Reproduced by 
permission of 
Surrey History 
Centre 



Sir Robert Hunters papers 

  Surrey History Centre 

On Tue evening (Dec 16th 1884) a public meeting was held at the 
Club Room of the Swan Inn. 

Reproduced by permission of Surrey History Centre 



An Invitation 

Reproduced by permission of Surrey History Centre 



Attendees 

  J Stewart Hodgson Esq Chair 
  Hon Rollo Russell 
  Rev S Etheridge 
  Dr J Pearson 
  Messrs Simmons, Hunter, Fuller 

Storr, Roberts, Whymper, Allingham 
et al 



Haslemere Commons Committee 

Reproduced by 
permission of Surrey 
History Centre 



The committee (2) 

Reproduced by permission of Surrey History Centre 



Application Form 

Reproduced by permission of Surrey History Centre 



1885 The Times 

The committee has been joined by nearly all the residents in the 
adjoining neighbourhood and bids fair to be an influential body 

Reproduced by permission of Surrey History Centre 



Names and Dates 

  1865 The Commons Preservation 
Society established.  Now the Open 
Spaces Society. 

  1884 Haslemere Commons 
Committee 

  1895 National Trust formed 
(suggested name was The 
Commons and Garden Trust) 



1902 Society revived 

Courtesy of Haslemere 
Educational Museum 



1906 

Courtesy of Haslemere 
Educational Museum 



Society mentioned in Rolston’s book (1) 

  1908 Gift of 3 drinking fountains by 
an enthusiastic society 

  Keen to keep an eye on building –  
  1911 Bridge Rd and Fieldway 
  1903 Grayswood Rd 
  1905 Derby Rd, Weydown, Half 

Moon, Courts Mount, Petworth Rd 
and Three Gates Lane 



Early years 



Society mentioned in Rolston’s book (2) 

  1914-1918 society went into 
abeyance 

  Post war Homes needed – High 
Lane 52 homes built. 



1916 map 

Courtesy of Haslemere 
Educational Museum 



1922 aerial shots 

Courtesy of Haslemere 
Educational Museum 



1922 aerial shots 

Courtesy of Haslemere 
Educational Museum 



1932 planning map 



1932 planning map 



1934 land for sale 



Invitation to join 



Haslemere District Preservation 
Society established 1935 



Secretary’s report 1936 



Shottermill Ponds 

Courtesy of Haslemere 
Educational Museum 



Ponds saved 

Courtesy of Haslemere 
Educational Museum 



1944 review 10 years after appeal 

  6k raised for 30 acres on Tennysons Lane 
  Anonymous gift of Boarden Door Bottom 

adjacent to this land 
  Blackdown given to NT 
  46 acres in Marley Wood to NT 
  Shottermill Ponds 
  Saved the Town Hall 
  Failed to preserve and improve Tanners 

Lane 
  Started a tree planting scheme 



AGM 1959 

  Speaker John Betjeman!!!! 
  Talked on Victorian buildings 
  Senior member of the Victorian 

Society 



25th annual report 1960 

Courtesy of Haslemere 
Educational Museum 



1961 planning map 



Middle years and reinvention 



1970 and living memory 

Courtesy of Haslemere 
Educational Museum 



1971 The Haslemere Environment Group 

  Tree survey 
  Kings Rd gasometer 
  Swan Barn Well Lane Walk 
  Town Walk 
  Conservation Area 
  The Health Centre 



The Tree Campaign 



Another Exhibition 1976 



Kings Rd and the gasometer 



Swan Barn Well Lane Walk 



The Stations always been a worry! 



Development too…. 



1979 more mergers 



1992 



Recent successes 

  The Town Trail revisited 
  W Surrey Architecture book 
  Blue plaques 
  Clement Corner 
  The Georgian 
  Extension of the conservation area. 



W Surrey Architecture 



Conservation Area 



The Georgian 



Planning 



Timeline 
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and 
beyond 

1884 Haslemere 
Commons 
Preservation Society 

1902 Haslemere Commons 
and Footpath Preservation 
Society 

1935 Haslemere and 
District Preservation 
Society 

1979 Haslemere Society 
formed from 
amalgamation of 2 
previous groups 

1971 Haslemere 
Environment 
Group 



Summary 
  Action and fundraising when land close to the 

town is threatened (then handing it over to 
the NT) 

  Influence on local councils and authorities to 
the benefit of the town and its surroundings 

  Improvement of amenities – fountains, trees 
and planting 

  Currently ready for action when required - 
membership healthy and nos are higher than 
ever 

  The town and surroundings are still 
recognisable from 1884 and thanks are due 
to those Victorian and the later 
philanthropists 


