
 
 
 
 

The Planning Officer 
Waverley Borough Council 
Western Planning Committee 
BY EMAIL 
 

10 February 2022 
 

Dear Sir 
 
Gemini Chapel (WA/2022/00210) - Objection 
 
This is an amended application following the rejection of WA/2021/01399 last year.  The 
Society welcomes the improvements in the design proposed in this new application.  
However, we consider that it still falls short on a number of points, which are set out below. 
 
Heritage issues 
As we noted in our response to the previous objection, the Haslemere Society are currently 
researching and producing a draft list of buildings to be identified as Buildings of Local 
Merit, though this has been somewhat delayed by the pandemic.  The Gemini Chapel will 
almost certainly be one of our recommendations as it is an historic (former) place of 
worship.  We therefore recommend that Waverley should identify the building as a non-
designated heritage asset at the planning stage.  We also suggested that the applicant 
should provide a Heritage Statement for this application; this has not been done and we 
again recommend that it should be requested.  If the building is identified as a NDHA, NPPF 
paragraph 203 will be relevant. 

 
As in the previous application, the conversion design proposed would cause significant, 
unnecessary damage to the historic fabric of the building.  We would like to highlight two 
particular items: 
 

• The proposed loss of a first-floor window on the northern elevation and the 
associated historic brickwork below it, as this is proposed to be altered to form a 
doorway in this application.  The applicant has seemingly proposed this solution to 
provide an amenity space balcony in this location.  Other solutions to amenity 
provide should be explored.  For instance, why does Unit 1 have 2 areas of amenity 
space to the front (one internal)?  One of these external amenity spaces could be 
allocated to Unit 2, and a staircase provided internally for Unit 2 to access it 
exclusively.  The cycle storage could be relocated to the long thin landscaped area of 
the site, east of the church. 
 

• Secondly the creation of a doorway on the southern side by altering the original 
southern window, and the loss of historic brickwork below it would also lead to the 






