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Chairman’s welcome
Chris Harrison

Welcome to our Autumn 2024 newsletter.

Members will be aware of the efforts by the society to contribute to the rejection of the
planning application for the Red Court phase 2 development in support of the South
Haslemere South Residents’ Association and of our delight on learning that the planning
inspector had roundly dismissed the developer’'s appeal. We had hoped that this would be
the end of the matter. However, as trustee Howard Brown, who also chairs the HSRA and is
a tree warden reports, the developer has been allowed an appeal due to a technical flaw in
the original process. Members who may wish to submit comments to the inspectorate have
until 3 December 2024 to do so and can do so at Reference: APP/R3650/W/23/3327643

The newsletter then turns to report on a highly successful outing to Fishbourne Palace,
provided by newsletter editor Gareth David. 2024 has been a year in which we have sought
to extend the activities of the society, including a visit to Waverley Abbey, on which we may
report in the next newsletter.

Trustee Sonja Dullaway is also a member of Haslemere Biodiversity, and together with Liz
Burton, she reports on the project, and some of the exciting initiatives that are currently
underway.

Returning to Gareth David, he reports on another of his all-day bus excursions, including a
return to Alresford where he led our 2023 summer outing.

My wife Shirley provides another moving story from her Lost Sons of Haslemere project.
She is currently researching the penultimate man on the memorial (by date of death)
having started the project six years ago.

Thanks, as ever, to Di Keeley for perusing local websites to report on the many events
forthcoming in the town.

Finally, the ever amusing cartoon from Simon Mackie offers a light-hearted thought of the
prospect for the town’s excellent repair café.

I hope you enjoy the newsletter.
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The saga of Red Court (Phase Two) continues
By Howard Brown

Haslemere is listed as the gateway to the South Downs National Park.

Most residents in Haslemere wish to preserve the green space around the town, much of
which is designated as National Landscape (formerly AONB) and adjacent to the South
Downs National Park.

A developer is applying for a major housing estate (major is over 50 houses). The proposal
is not included in the Local Plan and would put great pressure on the town, its infrastructure
and road network. The proposal would result in significant risk of tree loss, flooding and
local traffic disruption and would dramatically alter the character of the southern approach
to the town.

The first phase, on an area with the lesser protection of AGLV has already been approved
and is due to complete in September 2025. The original application for phase 2 was rejected
outright by Waverley BC, supported by hundreds of local residents, Surrey Hills AONB,
Haslemere Society and Haslemere South Residents Association (HSRA). Redwood, the
developer, raised an appeal which was also rejected by the Planning Inspectorate, again
with strong inputs from the above bodies including many Society members who contributed
to the virtual consultation.

The developer recently applied for a judicial review, stating that the full legal process was
not followed at the appeal. This was granted, allowing Redwood to renew their appeal,
which will be heard ay an enquiry commencing on 1 April 2024.

The proposed Phase Two would require the clearance of a key part of the Midhurst Road
tree canopy which form the characteristic canopy entrance into Haslemere from the South.

One of the reasons given by the Planning Inspector in dismissing the appeal was the loss of
‘notable trees’ straddling the Midhurst Road which form part of this canopy.

Three of the nine notable and ancient trees on Midhurst Rd listed by The Woodlands Trust
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The Developer have made representations targeting these specific trees, they have stated
to Surrey Highways that the trees should be felled due to their condition. In response,
Surrey CC has issued a monolith order (removing the limbs but leaving the trunk) on these
trees which is timed so as to potentially remove this objection in time for the judicial review
early next year. It is sad that these ancient specimens are now simply a commodity.

The Surrey Tree Wardens (of whom I am one) identified this proposal and have made a
formal statement to Surrey County Council and the Waverley planning officers (tree
preservation department) arguing that the trees which already carry a TPO should remain. A
request has been put forward for a lesser reduction to the trees.

Our new MP, Gregory Stafford, has also initially reacted to the comments raised. Even if
fungus is present on the trees this does not mean they require total eradication.
Alternatives such as a pollard, monolith or a prune can ensure these trees have another 20
or 30 years before any major work such as removal is required. The battle to save the trees
keeps moving on.

Loss of these trees was one of several reasons for the original appeal being rejected.

Haslemere Society objected to the Plans from the outset and the land area should also
remain protected under the new Government manifesto to protect Green Spaces, in this
case the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty or as now labelled — A National Landscape.

Returning to the planning appeal to be held in April 2024, public comments have to be
submitted before 4 December 2024. However, while the scope of the enquiry seems likely
to be determined only after a case management conference between the main parties on 6%
January, it is clear that earlier comments will be carried forward to the enquiry and it
therefore seems likely that only additional comments relating to matters that could not have
been known at the time of the original enquiry will be helpful.

Members who wish to submit comments to the Planning Inspectorate have until 3 December
2024 to do so and can do so here.

Reference: APP/R3650/W/23/3327643
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A summer trip to Fishbourne Roman Palace

By Gareth David

After the popular Society summer outings to Alresford (2022) and Winchester (2023), our
destination for the 2024 Haslemere Society summer trip was the remarkable Fishbourne
Roman Palace, near Chichester, where we were given a highly informative guided tour by
one of the site’s volunteers, Alan, a former teacher of ancient history.

Our guided tour of the Palace’s north wing lasted around an hour, during which time our
guide brought to life the details of the mosaic floors on display and told us something of
what is known, and not known, about Fishbourne, its history and why it came to be built in
such an unlikely location.

Fishbourne was built around 75 AD and is the largest Roman residence north of the Alps. Its
location had been accidentally discovered in 1805, when various fragments of columns and
pavement were unearthed, but it was only in 1960 that Aubrey Barrett, an engineer working
for the Portsmouth Water Company, discovered the foundations of a masonry building,
while digging a trench for a water main.

From 1961 until 1968 a series of major excavations took place, which shed light on the
history and size and function of the Palace, its gardens and surroundings. Funded by a local

5|Page



philanthropist, much of the site was purchased by the Sussex Archaeological Society and
the present museum was built and opened in 1968.

The Roman Palace at Fishbourne is similar to Nero's Golden House in Rome and the Villa
Romana del Casale near to Piazza Armerina in Sicily, and in plan it closely mirrors the basic
organization of the Emperor Domitian's palace, the Domus Flavia, completed in 92 AD on
the Palatine Hill in Rome. It is the largest known Roman residence north of the Alps, and at
about 500,000 sq. ft. it has a larger footprint than Buckingham Palace.

More recent excavations in the late 1990s by archaeologists John Manley and David Rudkin
focused on southern portions of the site and exposed significant evidence of human activity
prior to the Roman conquest in 43 AD. Over the course of five years, Manley's team of
archaeologists discovered nearly twelve thousand artefacts, including flint tools that are
believed to date back to the Mesolithic period (5000-4000 BC).

Following our guided tour we had time to view and walk around the extensive gardens,
which have tried to recreate how they might have looked, and the plants that were being
grown, in Roman times. We then departed Fishbourne and travelled on to the charming Ship
Inn at Langstone Harbour for an enjoyable and sociable lunch on the terrace overlooking the
harbour and Hayling Island.
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Promoting biodiversity around Haslemere
By Liz Burton and Sonja Dullaway

The Society has been a supporter of wildlife initiatives for some time, in line with our
mission of protecting local countryside. In spring 2021, our Newsletter reported on the
Haslemere Ecological Network, or HEN; a network of 44 designated wildlife sites (of varying
international, national and local significance), public open spaces and the wildlife corridors
between them that allow species to move in search of food, shelter and mates.

The Neighbourhood Plan was formally adopted in November 2021, making the biodiversity
policies within, including protections for the HEN, part of the Waverley Planning Process.
Following the referendum, members within Haslemere Vision set about forming a standalone
body, Haslemere Biodiversity, and with their website set to launch in November, we thought
it an appropriate time to update members on the projects they are working on.

Wildflowers at Beacon Hill

97% of wildflower meadow habitats have been lost over the last 30yrs and the impact is
marked, with an 89% decline in flying insects in England 2022-23 (reported in the annual
Bugs Matter survey) (https://cdn.buglife.org.uk/2024/04/Bugs-Matter-Summary-Report-
2023.pdf). To restore priority habitats quickly, conservation charity Buglife identified B-lines
which represent the busiest habitats and travelling routes across the UK and Europe. As can
be seen in the map below,Haslemere lies on a ‘B-line’ or insect superhighway; great news
for flowers needing pollinating and for local bats and birds, for whom insects comprise a
delicious (and essential) food source.
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Haslemere Biodiversity have been working with Buglife to identify sites for creation or
restoration of wildflower meadows within the B-lines. The first site lies along Churt Road in
Beacon Hill and Buglife UK, Haslemere Biodiversity, Haslemere Town Council, the National
Trust and local residents are collaborating to establish and manage this as a wildflower
habitat. The edges will be mown regularly to allow walkers access, but central sections will
be managed as meadow and cut only twice a year. Specially selected wildflower seeds were
sown during a brief break in the rain in early October and we should see the results next
summer. It will take several years for wildflowers to properly establish, and the team will
continue to monitor and manage it.

Assessing the Haslemere Ecological Network

Having been mapped out, the HEN needs on-the-ground assessment to identify weaknesses
(e.g. broken hedgerows, blocked steams). Many miles of woody vegetation, hedgerows,
stretches of heathland, verges, rivers, streams and ponds will be inspected, in the main by
volunteers, using specially-developed software.

The software will ensure findings are consistent and align to DEFRA standards and results
will determine the most effective improvements. When the Haslemere Biodiversity website
launches, members will be able to zoom in on the HEN to see if they are near a corridor.

Dormouse monitoring

A series of dormouse boxes (very similar to bird nesting boxes) were
set up to the north of Haslemere town in 2021, and have since been
regularly checked for evidence of dormice. There have been a small
number of sightings, though many more of other species such as
wood-mice. Other local groups have also installed dormouse boxes
and Haslemere Biodiversity are working to set up a registry, so
findings can be pooled to give a clearer picture of the health of local
populations.

8| Page



River Wey vole reintroduction

Water voles were once common to the River Wey but a combination of
habitat loss, modern farming techniques and predation from non-
indigenous species have all but wiped them out. Monitoring by Haslemere
Biodiversity 2020-22 found no evidence of habitation and the group are
therefore working on a project to reintroduce water voles across the
River Wey catchment in collaboration with the River Wey Trust, the
National Trust and others. Other projects are underway across the
south-east. This is a very exciting long-term project.

Wildlife Garden Habitats

Haslemere Biodiversity are inviting residents to share hints and tips on what has worked
well for wildlife in their garden, so if you have any photos of ideas that worked for you,
please do send them to info@haslemerebiodiversity.org.uk. The ideas will be shared on the
new website, together with professional ecologists’ advice on the things residents might like
to consider as priorities within garden spaces.
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Another bus pass day out from Haslemere

By Gareth David

Taking advantage of some surprise spring sunshine (Thursday, 9 May 2024) I decided that
it was time for a second flexing of my recently-acquired concessionary bus pass to make
another six-bus circular trip from Haslemere, this time heading for lunch-time in the
charming Hampshire town of Alresford.

Since loss of our short-lived direct bus link to Alton in April 2023 the journey to Alresford by
bus has become rather less direct, but on a fine day it meant the precious chance to see
some marvellous Hampshire countryside and villages from the top of a double decker bus.

Haslemere Town Hall - 10.28 Stagecoach 70

Midhurst Bus Stand 10.55 11.15 Stagecoach 92

Petersfield Rail station 11.40 11.52 Stagecoach 67 -
Alresford Perrins School 12.34 -

Alresford Swan Hotel - 13.35 Stagecoach 64

Alton Rail station 14.05 14.44 Stagecoach 65

Farnham, The Borough 15.05 -
Farnham Rail station - 16.11 Stagecoach 19
Haslemere High Street 16.52 -

My circuit this time began at the foot of Shepherd’s Hill, with a 25-minute ride on a
reasonably busy 19 bus to Midhurst. From here, after a short wait, there was something of
a contrast with the rather limited service to Petersfield being worked by a 28-seater midi
bus, which was more than adequate for the handful of us aboard.
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This route is mainly along the A272, but veers off to service the village of Stedham, where
narrow lanes make for rather slow progress when there is oncoming traffic. That was also
true on the scenic highlight of my day out, the double decker-worked 67 bus from
Petersfield to Winchester via Alresford.

Like the 92 from Midhurst, this equally sparsely-served route begins by heading west along
the A272, but soon veers off south along narrow country lanes, to serve the attractive
villages of East Meon and then West Meon. After briefly re-joining the A272 near Bramdean
it then heads north through another charming village, Cheriton, on its way to Alresford.

Taking an hour-long lunchtime break in Alresford meant a chance to reacquaint myself with
some of the sights we visited on our Society summer 2022 trip, including the public
conveniences made famous in the 1961 Portland Spy Scandal and the five well-maintained
Napoleonic graves in the nearby churchyard.

A second chance to travel on the top deck of a double decker bus came with my fourth
journey of the day, aboard a 64 bus on the busy Winchester-Alton route. This travels along
the A31 for most of its journey from Alresford, running close to the Watercress Line, which
members will recall travelling on during our 2022 trip.

Many years ago this was a through route between Winchester and Guildford, but has now
been split at Alton station, from where there is an almost hourly connection onwards to
Farnham and Guildford (route 65). For anyone, like me faced with a 40-minute wait here, it
is worth noting that there is a large Waitrose store close by, and the station toilets are
about the smartest I have ever visited!
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Anyone tempted to plan an itinerary such as this one should be aware that buses often get
delayed, so connections may be missed. There are real-time updates available on the
Stagecoach app, but connections are not guaranteed, so on my trip a 15-minute delay to
the 65 bus from Alton meant deciding to change in Farnham, rather that carrying on to
Guildford, where I was likely to miss a planned connection with the 70 bus back to
Haslemere.

For those who might tempted to take the environmentally-friendly option of leaving the car
at home, the bus network from Haslemere comprises an hourly service (19) to Farnham and
Aldershot, hourly services to Guildford on both routes 70 and 71 (the Ilatter via
Chiddingfold) and route 70 services to Midhurst. There are also a handful of route 23
services to Lindford and Whitehill, from where there are onward connections to Alton.

Once again, for those who don’t yet qualify for a concessionary bus pass, it is worth
remembering that bus fares are currently capped at £2.00, (shortly to rise to £3.00) so this
latest six-bus itinerary would only have cost £12.00 had you bought a single fare for each
journey. But as every bus was operated by Stagecoach, a cheaper option would have been
a Stagecoach Gold Day Rider, which costs £8.00 and covers all the operator’s services in
Surrey, Hampshire and West Sussex.
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Lost sons of Haslemere: Private Frank Moorey Pitson
(14 Nov 1898-9 May 1918)

By Shirley Harrison

G/696335

17t Battalion, Royal Fusiliers

6t" Infantry Brigade

2"d Division

Formerly 18988, 29" Training Reserve Battalion

Attached 6 Trench Mortar Battery, 6" Infantry Brigade, 2" Division
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Frank is one of the youngest men to be remembered on the Haslemere Memorial, being only
19 years old when he was killed. He is named Frank M. Pitson on the memorial, although he
was born Frank Moorey. His mother Annie Moorey, a housemaid, was not married to his
father Septimus Pitson at the time of his birth, in Haslemere on 14% November 1898.

Septimus was a domestic groom working in Nuneham Courtenay in Oxfordshire. Annie and
Septimus were married there in 1899, but Frank was baptised in Haslemere on 3™ June
1900 at St Bartholomew’s Church as Frank Pitson Moorey, son of Annie and Septimus. On
all his military records, Frank is named Frank Pitson Moorey, but in Haslemere records he is
often, confusingly, named Frank Moorey Pitson.

After Frank’s baptism, Annie and Septimus lived in Nuneham Courtenay, and had two
further children, Hilda and Florence. Baby Frank, however, remained in Haslemere with his
grandparents, Richard and Fanny Moorey, who brought him up. This brings the possibility to
mind that Septimus was not his biological father, but there is no way of knowing. The
Mooreys lived in Weydown Cottage, near the top of Bunch Lane in an area then called
Weydown Common. Richard worked as a labourer and gardener, and Frank probably did
the same when he left school.

Weydown Cottage in 2022 (own photo)

Frank’s service record is lost, so his military career cannot be outlined with precision, but
can only be pieced together from other records. In line with the Military Service Act of 1916,
Frank would have been called up soon after his 18™ birthday in November 1916. He was
initially with the 29% Training Reserve battalion, a reserve battalion for The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment), in the 7™ Reserve Brigade, at Dover.

This battalion was responsible for training “A4 boys”, who were 18 years old and physically
fit for service but too young to be sent overseas. In the photo published by the Farnham,

14 | Page



Haslemere & Hindhead Herald for his obituary, he is wearing the cap badge of the The Buffs.
It is a very grainy picture, but the badge definitely looks like the Buffs’ dragon with its
upraised arm. Frank has a rather worried expression on his face.

Once his 19%™ birthday had passed in November 1917 Frank was transferred to the 17th
Fusiliers, in the 5t Brigade, and sent to France. In February 1918, due to the severely
depleted state of many battalions, it was decided to disband some of them and re-allocate
the men to other battalions in different regiments. The number of battalions in a brigade
was reduced from four to three.

At this time, the 17t Royal Fusiliers were moved from the 5t Brigade to the 6% Brigade,
where they joined the 1t King’s (Liverpool) Regiment, the 2" South Staffordshire Regiment
and the 6t Trench Mortar Battery. The 6t Brigade was in the 2" Division, in the most
southerly part of General Byng’s Third Army at this time. The 17" Royal Fusiliers were in
the line near Gouzeaucourt, roughly 21 miles north of St Quentin, in an area that had seen
fierce fighting during the Battle of Cambrai, and it is safe to assume that by then Frank was
with them.

Operation Michael

On 20t March 1918, the eve of the start of Operation Michael, Frank and the 17t Fusiliers
were in the trenches opposite the ruined hamlet of La Vaquerie, which stood on the
Hindenburg Line a few miles to the north east of Gouzeaucourt. Throughout the day they
observed something unusual: a number of German staff officers had arrived in the enemy
positions opposite their front. Ominously, hundreds of troops were also seen entering and
leaving the German trenches wearing full battle array, and machine guns were being taken
up to the front and support lines.

It wasn't difficult to work out that the anticipated major attack was about to come crashing
onto the British lines. Fortunately for them, the 17t Royal Fusiliers were relieved that night
and went into reserve near Rocquigny, further west, but they were woken before dawn the
next morning by the massive German bombardment, high explosive shells and trench
mortars firing with extraordinary rapidity. The British were being attacked along a 43 mile
front between Arras, St Quentin and La Fere.

The 17t Fusiliers were ordered to “stand to”, which in this case was military shorthand for
“get ready and be prepared to act, anything could happen”. During the afternoon
Rocquigny was shelled, but it wasn't until 11.45pm that a message was received that the
entire 6 Brigade was to move a few miles north, to Haplincourt, to reconnoitre and
consolidate part of the “Green Line”, which was an old line of German barbed wire with a
few lengths of trench here and there, aligned roughly NW to SE of Haplincourt.

It was planned to use this as a reserve line if the Germans broke through the British front

line. The strength of Frank’s battalion was 16 officers and 428 “other ranks”, down to only
about a half of what it had been when it was raised at the beginning of the war.
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Trench map showing the Green Line near Haplincourt

Just after midnight on 23" March, every one’s worst fears were realised, when the enemy
was reported to have broken through on both sides of Morchies only four miles away.
Frank’s Brigade was ordered to immediately occupy their part of the Green Line, which was
now to become the front line, and to attempt to hold the enemy back while British troops
withdrew through them.

Parties of Royal Engineers worked solidly throughout the early morning to create a
continuous trench out of the remains of the old German line that Frank’s Brigade was
holding. They managed to dig to a depth of only four feet before being forced to withdraw at
10 am by heavy shelling. The rest of the day was surprisingly quiet for Frank’s unit, despite
a gap opening up to their right for a while, but at 10 pm strong rumours reached them that
the enemy had broken through to the south and were now in the villages of Bus and
Lechelle, about three miles away.

The next day, 24% March 1918, was to be an extremely difficult and testing one for Frank’s
Brigade, with catastrophic losses incurred while they bravely tried to hold back an
irresistible force. At 9.20a.m. another heavy barrage started landing on the front line. At
9.45am the enemy were reported to be massing in front of the 6t Brigade’s trenches both
on the right and the left. Soon the enemy advanced in force under their barrage, backed up
by light trench mortars and machine guns.

By 2.00pm it was realised that the enemy was breaking through and the Green Line was no
longer tenable. It needed to be abandoned, and so a general withdrawal west was ordered
to the “Red Line”. The 17" Fusiliers were the last battalion in the 2" Division to withdraw,
fighting a stubborn rearguard action, with many casualties.
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In a report of the action of the day written two weeks later in the Brigade diary, the writer
notes that of the 6™ Trench Mortar Battery “no information is to hand as to what happened
to the four guns and teams in the line”. They seem to have simply disappeared. This might
be the reason why Frank was later attached to the battery to increase their manpower.

It took only 45 minutes to reach the rather chaotically organised Red Line, and it soon
became clear that prolonged resistance was impossible. A further withdrawal to a line west
of Beaulencourt was ordered, and the remnants of the Brigade reached their destination at
4.30pm. They had withdrawn only about 3 miles, but the toll had been heavy. Much to their
dismay there was no sign of the other two Brigades who were also supposed to be forming a
new line of resistance in this area, and intelligence was received that they had withdrawn
further, in the direction of Martinpuich.

The enemy was still advancing relentlessly towards Frank’s Brigade, so it was decided to
continue on to Ligny-Thilloy, where orders were received yet again, at 7.15pm, to form a
defensible line and stand and fight; and yet again the task proved to be impossible. The
Brigade was completely isolated, with no troops in touch on either the left or the right. At
2.35am orders to move westwards were received. The exhausted and depleted Brigade
travelled through the night to Pys.

The following day, 25th March, followed a similar pattern, with a continuing withdrawal over
about 12 miles, interspersed with attempts to hold a line. At 5 pm they crossed the River
Ancre and took up a position south of Beaumont Hamel. The 6™ Brigade was relieved by a
New Zealand Brigade, allowing those who were left to eventually reach Mailly Maillet, four
miles north of Albert, on the evening of 26™ March, where they were able to bivouac. The
new line established on 5% April 1918 did not reach that far west, so they were relatively
safe and able to recuperate.

Frank’s Brigade did not take part in any further fighting during Operation Michael. It isn't
known whether Frank was wounded, but his battalion suffered a total of 323 casualties
(killed, wounded and missing). That is about three quarters of its total strength at the
outset, so the odds are that he didn’t come out of the experience completely unscathed. His
mental state can only be imagined.

Death in the line near Arras

On the day that Frank was killed six weeks later, on 9t May 1918, the 6% Brigade were in
the line west of Boyelles, about a mile south of Arras. The only entry for the day in the
Brigade war diary is very brief: only two words: "quiet day”. Frank had been attached
temporarily to the Brigade’s trench mortar battery, which was low on manpower, and would
have been working with Stoke’s 3-inch light trench mortars.

As the name suggests, these were specifically designed to inflict damage inside a trench.
They were fired at a steep angle so that the bomb fell straight down onto the enemy. It was
a deadly and very effective weapon, which was light enough to be carried quickly to any
position on the frontline trench where it was needed. Frank would have been working in a
section with three officers, 10 NCOs and 32 men, if it had been at full strength.

According to his obituary, Frank was killed by a shell. He was originally buried in the
Blairville Orchard British Cemetery, his grave marked by a wooden cross.
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British soldiers fusing Stokes mortars (IWM)
Frank’s chaplain wrote to his grandmother:

"“Your son (sic) was a cheerful and willing lad, and will be much missed by both officers and
men. With great sympathy with you in your loss, and assuring you that any further
information required will be forwarded to you. I am yours truly, N. C. Harrison, Captain.”

In 1923 the Imperial War Graves Commission decided to close many of the small military
burial grounds, and to reinter the bodies in larger cemeteries. The burials in Blairville
Orchard were transferred to Cabaret Rouge British Cemetery in Souchez, nine miles from
where Frank fell. Here the story takes rather a macabre turn.

When Frank’s grave was opened for exhumation, no remains were found, and not so much
as a button or scrap of cloth in the way of personal effects. This at first suggested the
ghastly possibility that he was literally blown to pieces by the shell that hit him. He is
remembered at Souchez with a stone bearing a “Kipling Cross” and the epitaph:

"To the memory of this British soldier, killed in action in 1918 and buried at the time in
BLAIRVILLE ORCHARD BRITISH CEMETERY whose grave is now lost. Their glory shall not be
blotted out.”

The last line, a quotation from Ecclesiasticus 44:13 in the King James Bible, was selected by

Rudyard Kipling, who had lost his own son in the war and worked with the Imperial War
Graves Commission.
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However, closer examination of the Commission’s archives reveals that in some graveyards
near the battlefields a number of original graves were lost in the fighting and confusion of
war, but later on temporary wooden crosses were erected to those soldiers to indicate that
their body was at an unknown location somewhere in the cemetery. Frank’s grave marker in
Blairville Orchard must have been one of these.

All these stories are tragic, but this one seems particularly so. Frank was still only a
teenager when he died, had been abandoned by his parents, survived the traumatic days of
the beginning of the German Spring Offensive, only to lose his life a few weeks later. The
loss of his body after it had been carefully buried by his comrades somehow makes the
story even more poignant.

Sources
Farnham, Haslemere and Hindhead Herald (Haslemere & Camp edition), 6% July 1918

The Official War Diary of the 6™ Infantry Brigade, National Archives, Kew, (reference WO-
95-1357-1)

The Royal Fusiliers in the Great War, H.C. O'Neill, 1922, W. Heinemann (London)

Commonwealth War Graves Commission website https://www.cwgc.org/find-records/find-
war-dead/casualty-details/583448/f-p-moorey/ and also
http://archive.cwgc.org/Record.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&id=CWGC%2F1%2F1%2F9%?2
FA%?2F4
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Forthcoming events in Haslemere

Compiled by Di Keeley

We are fortunate in Haslemere to have an extremely wide and varied range of clubs,
societies and other activities. We have briefly listed forthcoming events of just some of
these. We have included those that are listed on websites at the end of October 2024
Further information can be obtained from the respective websites.

Haslemere Museum www.haslemeremuseum.co.uk/whatson/whatson.html
Some, but not all events have an entrance fee and need to be booked in advance.

Exhibitions:

o Geologist Sir Archibald Geikie: until 15t March. Tue - Sat 10 am- 4.30 pm

7% November - 24t December.
0 Haslemere and the RNLI: An Inland Town’s Close Connection
Tue - Sat. until 23 Nov. 10 am- 4.30 pm

Cards for Good Causes: Charity Christmas cards sale until 13t Dec
Creative & Wellbeing Workshop: A crafty Christmas. 20t November 7-9 pm
Includes making a peg doll angel. £15; members £10
Traditional Festive Potato Swag Decoration: Craft workshop, creating a
beautiful decoration for front door or table. 27t Nov 7-9 pm
Includes materials and a glass of festive bubbly. £35; members £30

Family Events & Workshops:

Santa’s Victorian Parlour: Visit Santa to relax in his Victorian parlour. Children
receive a gift

19th -24th December, from 10.30am: various time slots. £6; members £5

Delightful Decorations: Age 5-11. 30t November 10.30 - 12.00.pm

£7; members £5; accompanying adult £2

Visit Santa at the Christmas Market: visit him at the Museum and receive a small
gift.

1st Dec 11- 15.00 Children £4

Haslemere Mummers: Traditional play; 20 minutes. Sat. 215t Dec 11.00 Donations
Early Bird’s Santa’s Victorian Parlour: Specially for families with a child who has
additional needs such as Autistic Spectrum Condition. 23 Dec 9.30-10.30 £6;
members £5

Early Years’ Activities (under 5 years).

Children £2.50; adults £1.50

We’'re Going on a Bear Hunt: Expedition to find a bear and act out the story
6t Dec 10.30 - 11.30 am

As Quiet as a Mouse: Fun action story and making a mouse finger puppet
22nd November 1.30 - 2.30pm

Christmas Decorations: Listen to a story and make a decoration to take home.
20" Dec 10.30 - 11.30 am

Haslemere Natural History Society www.haslemerenaturalhistorysociety.org.uk

Lecture at Haslemere Museum: The Health of Rivers. 16" November, 2.15 pm
Field Meetings:
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Lichens in the Churchyard of St Marys Chiddingfold 30t November. Meet at lychgate
10.30 am

Haslemere Town Council www.haslemeretc.org

e Full Council meetings: 215t Nov; 23 Jan;13% Mar;15% May
e Amenities meeting: 13™ Dec
e Planning: 28™ Nov; 19t Dec; 9% Jan; 6% Feb; 6™ Mar; 3 April; 15t May

The Arts Society Haslemere www.theartssocietyhaslemere.org

¢ Imperial Purple to Denim Blue and the Colourful History of Textiles: 19t
November

¢ When Winters were Wonderful: Life and Leisure in Canada of Yesteryear:
10t Dec

o Edward Hopper - Painter of Loneliness: 215t January 2025

Haslemere Musical Society www.hmsoc.org.uk  Amateur Orchestral and Choral
Society

e Concerts with Chorus and Orchestra take place in the Haslemere Hall, 7.30 pm
7t December 2024; 15t March 2025; 3™ May 2025

Haslemere Gardening Society: www.haslemere-gardening-society.co.uk/events

e Talk: Super Seasonal Displays. Mark Saunders Head Gardener at Fittleworth
House 7.45 pm, 27" November

Farmers’ Market: First Saturday of every month. Haslemere High Street, 10 am - 3pm
Haslemere Christmas Market: 1st December 10 am- 4 pm

Rotary Club Christmas Charities Fair: Haslemere Hall. 23" November 10 am- 2 pm
HHH Concerts : www.HHHconcerts.org.uk

Haslemere’s Chamber Music Society. Tickets £16-£24 except for Coffee Concerts. Various
venues - check with website for full details

Kleio Quartet: 23 November 19.30

Renata Konyicska :1%t December 15.00

The Queen’s Six: 215t December 19.30

William Bracken Coffee Concert : Free access; donation for Hunter Day Centre for
Dementia in Haslemere. 11% January 2025 11.00

Stefanija Nikolich Coffee Concert: Free access as above. 5% January 11.00
Dante Quartet: 15" February 19.30

Emanuil Ivanov: 15™ March 19.30

Trio Shaham Erez Wallfisch: 26t April 19.30

Angela Hewitt 24t May : 19.00
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Haslemere Hall www.haslemerehall.co.uk

¢ Cinema screenings: Varied - at least 8 different films showing in November 2024

¢ Event Cinema: Screenings from the Royal Opera; Royal Ballet; National Theatre;
Exhibition on Screen; Big Screen Musicals

e Live Music: Various from rock bands to classics

e Live Theatre: Sleeping Beauty 10-19t" Jan; Wayne Dobson 315t Jan; The Wedding
Singer 15-16%" Feb; Queens of Magic 23-26™ April 2025
Boogie Days: Over 30s Daytime Disco 1t Feb 3-8 pm
Dolmetsch Festival Centenary: 17-18%" May 2023

Haslemere Repair Shop Repair Café — Love Haslemere Hate Waste
Volunteers repair a range of items, from electrical tools, bikes and clothing. First Saturday
of every month, 10am - 1pm, at Swan Inn, Haslemere High Street. No need to book

Haslemere Art Society www.haslemereartsociety.co.uk
e Tuesday group: at the Museum 2-4 drawing and painting in a variety of styles and
mediums
e Café Sketching: Third Thursday of the month 10-11am

U3A Haslemere www.u3asites.org.uk/haslemere/contact
The Haslemere U3A has 60 active groups — check with the website.

Haslemere Library www.surreycc.gov.uk/libraries
Open 9.30- 5pm Tuesday - Saturday. Booking necessary for most events.

¢ Pebble Rhymetime: For babies and toddlers - sharing nursery rhymes, action
songs and percussion music. Wednesdays and Thursdays 10.00-10.30 am
Storytime: Age 2-5. Fridays 10.00 - 10.30 am
Reading Groups
Chatterbox: For children aged from 7. One Saturday a month 11.10 11.50 am .
Check with library for dates.
Adult Reading Groups: First Wednesday and Thursday of every month from 2.30 -
3.30 pm

o Digital Buddy: Help using the internet; IT related problems etc.
Fortnightly on Tuesdays 10 - 12 noon. Book in advance

e Crafting Circle: Open craft group: work on own handicraft project or use library
tools and materials to try a new craft, or help create the Community Blanket. Last
Saturday every month 10 am - 12 noon

e Coffee Morning: First Saturday every month 10- 11.30 am

e Art Club: First Friday of every month, 2 - 3 pm
Lego Club: For children aged 5 years and older. Parents must stay on library
premises. £1 per child. Every Wednesday 3.30 - 4.30 pm

¢ Haslemere Library of Things: a range of household items to hire
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